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COMMENT OF
;;.t._....:.-...:;.::_

FImMONT COUNTY FIRE :-.__ . •.. ..'
1440 COWBOY IANE, RIVERTON, WY . 825OJ. .

. n(\('KFT~QJ1Y \.'.'. .
': Before the' . .'~..... " ' ' .

. .Federal Commun!cation Commission
Washington, D.C.' 20554

; '.:-' '_.....; -, .. '::.: ,:-' >, i." ,/>.< ;...: . ~ .

; ..

~~~~d4l1~~~~~~~~~L~~~~(#.~ submits it comments
the Commission's Notice of Proposed Aule Making in this proceeding.

1 . , <:";< 1.···· In r gards to § 88.429, and specifically Table C-3 to be used for systems in the
..-.-.. _....•. ,~:, '150-216. Hz and 450-470 MHz segments concerning power and antenna height limits,

:..:' :.we have' ery serious concerns as to the effect on existing and future Mo-way radio
:;'::" systems. 'The severe restrictions placed on the Effective Radiated Power will have a,

.:.:.'>' serious d trimental effect on the feasibility and practicality of two-way radio systems.
.!.-: .. ' .-

,':..' .:>-:~f\j.:. On additional factor should be taken into consideration in formulating·the power '.
. ,. :.' .,:··:~:>~:;a:·,tlevel. cha s such as .chart C-3.. This factor should be the population in an area

:, ...:: ;i~d~';:~,;a' prescribe by a circle of. 75 mile radius from the transmitter. In densely populated
-.:!!:.;.... "U{;~~~' areas, the power levels shown in the proposed chart may be a viable solution. In rural,
";,.',,: .:;t}~~r{ mountain l:JS,' and ar:eas of low population, the constraints placed on a Mo-way radio.

I. --':',';: ~:t:'r:l(~:1;system'b the proposed power levels would place an u.ndo burde.non the Mo-way.
;~:.':.·~·· ... :·:~:ilf1t~radio user for no reason.' ~spe~ially in rural, low population areas, there is not sufficient'
':;/::,~:\i;"""" ijustificatio for the drastically decreased transmit power levels. In these areas, the

'~;,:~;:t·~...,::~ .::.:'~; numberOof Mo-way radio systems is low enough that system coverage"ovedap with eo-. .'
:~~:;:~:5ii:;~~~~~~:1:.channel .u ers will not' be a serious issue as is found in areas of dense population. :.'

:, ::':~["~\;{~[;irf4-tUsers il)" r ral,' low population areas generally require Mo-way radio systems ·to cOver
,::?'}'-:;'::~;~;f:~~ta largerar a than those in areas of dense population. Business, public safety, and local
·,?i···. ,:;>;~~H~~.~,g?vernme t users in r~ral areas need system~ that ~i11 cover ,a large geogra~hical area

~: " .' <!~f.~·~.;::~.Wlth the I west possible number of transmitters In order to make a radiO system
/~~:. ~.~~}~~j~gi:.economi lIy feasible. We would propose a stepped chart similar to that of Chart C-14 .
~~~\/~t~~~1k.with t~e cr teria of service area radius being replaced by a criteria of the population level::; .
,~?~m~~f$.i withiD.~;;~,.z ...~,;,w!.I.:r~~!~s.,:?~.th~ ~qmsmitter site.' Time ..li~i,ts ..impos~~~X t!le requir~d ,.' .... ~,..:;~i'"
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comment deadline prevent us from designing a completechart, blJt we would propose'
.' -;~~:~~i.\.that as a rst level that areas with ,a population of 250,000 or less within a 75 mile radius . '

, :,:' ·.,~·~>~:~:};of the tr. . mitter,sitehave authorized power,:tevels,of 300 watts ERP~:.Successive table ',,'
, " ::::·,,<:,·~,{'i elements','" QuId take' into consideration ':'areas'of incn3asir'lg p9pulation and antenna .

; : " ..>:'~~:gVheightun·1 ,the. mor~./estrictive _',~~~,I~p,.f.?,~n9.,in.,_~~~,.?~~!:QLP:3.,?h~~ ..~~ ,re,?~edi~ ...•.... .'.

'r!': ~'j":;;;;:0t:,>frequency.coordlnators be, allowe(j. to~slgn frequen.et~sJr()m ~ls.p09I,we ~so have ':':~'.. ,~.;~;,:;
.. :(,:' ';-:"·;:'~>:W·$tsome- r-es. rvations:fJf ail Coordinators 'are'to be atlowed 'to'assign frequendes,'a single, ·Y> ." '.
./.,~';., .»::O:+§L'common .' d· up-ta-date database~"must be maintained ,: for' use' by'. aU coordinators..·i;:
. . ,~\":~;':H.Multipled tabases cannot be allowed. __A"o~ing m'ultiple databases to be maintained '... ,.

:': .: '.' .: ., -\:it/ by .variou coordinators would cause continuous 'and harmful' interference on the
..... ;' frequenci s.The single database must be maintained by the Commission itself or a

":,' .single des gnated contractor. The database requirements of this type of. system will be
· ,quite eno mous and the criteria, for' selecting a possible contractor will have to be

carefully r viewed in order to ensure that the database is kept current, accurate and is
available f II time for access by the various coordinators.

! j'
!
,

'., An alternative solution may be to divide the United' States into 'various
"coordinat on zones' with a single coordinator for each zone. This would reduce the
database equirements for each system to a more manageable level. The coordinators

,would ne d to have cooperative arrangements for systems that would overlap zone
boundarie similar to the arrangements now in place for inter-service sharing and
adjacent hannel authorizations.

" ..
........ '"

" ..~...... -=.':~ : .-.' ,.

':-.' 3. The narrower bandwidth required by the proposed rules in order to create'
' ..-';' additional hannelsis for the most part a viable solution for the congestion now found

.·:l·:~:·on the c rrent radio frequencies. However, we submit that a 'more gradual and
;,'" extended phase-in period be implemented to reduce the economical impact. on
· .... business, ocal government, and public safety users. The longer. phase-in period would..... :'

also allow for further research and development time by equipment manufacturers in
.' . order' to dequately address all technical issues and requirements of the .new

· . '.' specificati ns and ,to develop r~liable, economic equipment.

i· "

4. ". Fin lIy, We ask that the period for comments on the proposed rUle~making be
.' • r '" . extended ntil July 30, 1993 in order to more fully evaluate the impact of the proposed .

• i.·· ~'. "'; <::'1<: changes d to make further recommendations to the Commission. : We feel thal' field.
,·J·;;:i;)t;~:!-testing on existing 'systems of the new ~arrower bandwidth and reduced power levels

;:~~:;;~;·~T.is very mu h in order. In many parts of the country, winter'weather conditions prevent
:{;J~..:.or severel curtail the feasibility of performing such tests. We ask for the extension of .•.

,·-\~:.\.:::l~~Wrthecomm nt period in order to a1lowfor system testing when weather conditionspermit::'~':.· ..
: :' fj:~i·}r~;:~>;}~~~niC?l ersonnel easy access to transmitter sites in.order-to.adjust existing systems .." ..7.:':<~:~~;~
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to the ne .speCifications and perform coverage tests during periods that will have a less
serious e ects on radio systems, businesses, and pUblic safety operations.. T6 perform
:suchtest 'during the 'winter months would be diffiC?ult tech.nically 'and could have a
seric;>us:i pact" on Jhf3 ,safety of property and lives.' '. " -~'~'.. :{'-:~;;'~~ .' " .... " ',. .,.
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Add~nd m to commems in regards to FCC PR Docket 92-235 .;;

. ~.--'.;.

... • ", .i':--.: ';"~.,,::.:' :•.

, I
I

: '

i .. "::1. '::,:~j 8.231 ~d § a8~473' hav~'tt1~' app~~anceOfprohi6~'ri~"~~bil~t~lay operations.
:i ' . .'in .the':1 0-174 MHz band. ; Public "Safety'and other. eligible user c1assificatfons are
.' , ..,. :. currently .allowed t~.operate mobile.' reiay Stations in thi~. bancf :If mobi~e relays' ar~ not·

;.~.~ .. ,.,;·-.:=.:tobe pe itted in 15Q-174.... MHz und~r,part 88, seri!Jusdegr.adationot-Com.mul!jcati~n: ','
:>1. .'''·;~.i::j:~~~rvice,s_ '~iII.._result..;t;E~pe~ially }n;:th~~.,f.~~I:jc:¥: Saf~, .~SC?tC?r,.~r:nobile..-felaY~,!f!:,.·~·· '!!tal.f.:-~.:ii:·>::"
'.1~:1 .' .····~:'~::ti~(JFT,1pon .~9f..90r,r'lrn.U~I~'?n.,~~~~s.,:~!lryg.required I~ .0r~e.r<!~pr~V1~~the.n~e~,:t;£;&;;:~>;;:'
:Lj.~:., ·:'~~~~co~~!~g.~9- irt~r-unJt commul!,!~~ns. !9.~.~ to _th~.ml.~s.lo~,:of ~~~~~~::,S~~!Y',ermties·':J/~~;i;,/~\,:
t I . ,."y·~::·~;:,The .com"ission Should take the opportuJ:1ity atforded by theaddltio.n of new, channel, '/:p.!;;;::T;/>: .

~' ..! ,.'.: • \'::'f?aiI6Catio", sjo'provide'for' 'Channet pairing 'fc(assignment" to ··r.nobilerelay':~operations.,·:~t~~i?·~·~;:;"

i"/ " .·i?~;~f~,~The?f'l'~e!pairi~g souid be base,d. 6ii,·fr.1~'5.26 MHz 'spaCing as, notedilJ,·§~.23~,5._.:·,;::'~·;0~1i::,:~;t'
: ; ~":""'c-';',,,,,,'~:;;>{iJAMz_ sp cl.ng ,as IS currentlyfound~n.;tI1~ fl5O-470, MHz .b,and •. or ,s.ome other,feaslble .'>';:;~':':;.;;f-.'-,

'j t~;i~4~,hljf;~~'!" ,;e~~~;t}~it~~~~ - 'i1~1:~'~r~8i1;iE:E;~~~~~~~ii:fii;;!f:1f~S!i,~~
.: /~-:~~:S;?;;N~,:.~; .::. ,e aSsignment 6f5, KH~:channel-spacing'inthe "15Q-t74'MHz·band .. does no" "':;:'.
.....;:~;~~.~~~=~.•.'- ...... , •• ;..ttII>--,i:::.' ,,_.:.~ •..:.~ ...," O:~~,".I··'··~>~''lI';-.-'+·'''·· _,," "::::'. "" '" 't.'·-":,,;':·:r·''':~···M'~'·:~·:-':''-~'\::'.,,:..i·: ~·.,." .......·_.el·''''':-.... ·.;.· .t'- -..... t",:,.

i .:/·L~>:~,;:;~~f~~corf9rrr(...0 ~ef:e?~r,rtly:~d0.pted.:6,:25, ..!Siz f~~.eral.g?vem!J1:nt.,qhannf31spacing in. ~e :'<~:~)~',;}f ..::;
' .. ':,;:...,:same b d...:Thls could.easily have the effect of making equipment purchased by state .~:~.:r:·r·'

·.·~,.and 10 government entities incompc;rtible' with that of federal government agencies. "'<
:-.rnteroper i1ity between federal, state, localgovemments is a vital concern of all, ..
, agencies In addition, equipment is likely to be more expensive as manufactures' will· .

be'requir d to design and build equipment to meet both standards and will not be able
to· take vantage of the economies of scale if all equipment were built to a single -,
standard.
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